0 A WORD IN SEASON ¢

God Has Not Forgotten You!

Orginial word given in December 2011

or several weeks, a mes-
Fsage has been burning in

my heart for you: God has
not forgotten you! He is standing
over His Word, ready to bring it
to pass in your life. Even when
your present circumstances look
bleak, God’s thoughts toward
you are of good and not evil,
to give you a future and a hope
(Jeremiah 29:11).

Near the end of 2011, many
analysts started making pre-
dictions for the coming vyear.
Most of the predictions had a
doomsday feel to them, both on
the national and international
scale. “Experts” are predicting
widespread economic turmoil,
in Europe and across the globe.
In the U.S., the recession lin-
gers and unemployment num-
bers remain high. The political
landscape is troubling, both at
home and abroad.

It’s true—people are struggling.
For many families, hope for the
future seems hard to come by in
these times. But I’d like to re-
mind you, no matter how grim
the world’s predictions are,
there is one thing that remains
true above all else.
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God has not forgotten you. He
has a plan and a purpose for you

By Doug Stringer

that are greater than any of the
temporary circumstances that
may be plaguing you. His Word
over your life is true and He will
be faithful to complete it.

We must stand on the goodness
and faithfulness of God and con-
tinue to declare His Word over
our lives. In 2 Chronicles 6:17,
Solomon prayed, “And now,
O LORD God of Israel, let Your
word come true, which You

heaven.” As we turn our focus
to the Lord and to His kingdom,
our prayers activate the pur-
poses of God. Just as it says in
James 5:16, “the effective, fer-
vent prayer of a righteous man
avails much.”

¢ Fixing Our Eyes on Jesus
In the midst of all the challeng-

es we are facing, God’s faithful-
ness and His goodness are ever-
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have spoken to Your servant Da-

vid.” Solomon knew the word of
God spoken over his father, Da-
vid, and that word carried the
promises for his own life. Now
Solomon cried out to the Lord to
let that word come true that he
might see it come to pass.

We too, must pray earnestly for
the purposes of God to come to
pass in our lives. We are not to
sit idly by, waiting to see what
will happen all around us. No,
God invites us to become part-
ners with Him to see His Word
come to pass. Jesus command-
ed us to pray as He prayed,
“Your kingdom come. Your will
be done on earth as it is in

present. But it is important that
we not let our focus turn to our
circumstances, which cause us
to doubt God’s word for our
lives. The righteous do not live
by what they see and feel. They
live by faith in the word of God!

When | think about the future
and where | am heading, | often
take time to reflect on the land-
marks of my past. Even though
| can’t change my past or erase
some of the decisions I’ve made
before, the decisions | make
now, each day, give clarity and
definition to my future. And by
looking at what God has done in
my life, | see His faithfulness. |
see evidence that He has not



forgotten me and that His word
over my life remains steadfast.
Even when | messed up, He was
faithful. As 2 Timothy 2:13 says,
“If we are faithless, He remains
faithful, for He cannot deny
Himself.”

God’s nature is unchanging. He
is faithful to His Word. God has
not forgotten you or His prom-
ises for your life.

¢ Cast Your Cares On Jesus

One of my spiritual fathers,
the late Dr. Edwin Louis Cole,

taught that sometimes the most
spiritual thing you can do is to
pull away and rest. We have a
prayer room set up at our offic-
es and sometimes | find myself
just needing to pull away from
everything that is going on, all
the needs and burdens that ex-
ist, and come into a place of
rest and reflection, where | can
focus on Jesus and on hearing
His word.

Jesus modeled this lifestyle.
Throughout His 3 2 years of
ministry on earth, the Gospels
tell us He often took time to get
away by Himself and pray. The
time spent with His Father gave
Him the perspective, clarity,
and resolve He needed to con-
tinue in the Father’s purposes.

No matter what you go through
in this coming year, take time
to spend with the Lord and
meditate on His Word for your
life. Jesus invites you to come:
“Come to me, all you who la-
bor and are heavy laden, and
I will give you rest” (Matthew
11:28). It’s so important that
we take time regularly to steal
away from all the noise pollu-
tion around us, to give our bur-
dens over to the One who cares
for us, and to receive His per-
spective and clarity so we can
continue in His purposes for our
lives.

¢ Great Expectations

The conditions that exist around
us in the natural may seem
bleak. But even during these
tough times, we can look to
the future with expectation of
God’s goodness. Yes, there will
be great challenges, but we
can have great expectations of
a God who keeps His promises.
He is a God who will keep His
promises to you—for your life,
for your spouse, for your chil-
dren, for your family, for your
finances, and for your future!

Like the Apostle Paul, | too “am
confident of this very thing,
that He who began a good work
in you will perfect it (complete
it) until the day of Christ Jesus”
(Philippians 1:6).

For more of Doug Stringer’s teachings,
audio and video messages please visit
www.DougStringer.com.

For information and to support the
on-going ministry of Somebody Cares,
please visit
www.SomebodyCares.org.

For information and to support the
on-going ministry of Turning Point
Ministries Int’l, please visit
www.tpmi.org.

You can also follow Doug Stringer and
Somebody Cares America/Int’l on
Facebook and Twitter!



