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Over the past several months, I 
have had a deepening sense of 
urgency that it is time for the 
Church to arise in a new way to 
respond to the days in which 
we live.  Deep in my heart 
I hear a Macedonian Call 
coming from communities 
and nations, saying “COME 
OVER AND HELP US.”

We do our best to answer 
that call every day but the requests we receive in our 
office alone far exceed our physical ability to go. That is 
why our partnerships and relationships with one another 
are so crucial in this day. Together we reach virtually 
every continent on the globe, and we impact not only 
communities and cities, but also entire nations! 

With so much happening around the world we must 
continue to press forward in prayer with compassion, 
and proclaiming the Good News of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  As we continue together as servant leaders, 
laboring in hard and sometimes dangerous places, we 
provide a tangible expression of God’s love for those in 
individual and corporate crisis. 

We want to encourage, empower, and equip you 
to respond to the Macedonia Calls God sends your 
way!  We hope this magazine, which is filled with 
testimonies, examples and resources will help you 
as you seek God regarding His direction for your life, 
family, and ministry in the coming months and years.  

Thank you for caring,

Doug Stringer
Founder and President

Bringing a message of hope to 
(from top): Brazil; San Salvador, 
El Salvador; the U.S. Indonesian 
church; the emerging generation 
and men’s ministry in Houston; 
Santa Ana, El Salvador; and  
pastors from the Middle East. 

Come over and help us!
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Brother Salee pastors a small church in 
Northern Nigeria. Once a radical Muslim, 
Salee met Christ when he was infiltrating a 
church in order to terrorize Christians. He 
now serves in a heavily Muslim area so he 
can share Christ with them. Because of  
his witness, his eldest son was murdered 
and his home burned to the ground. But 
he and his family continue their work 
because God has given them a love for 
their persecutors; so he shows them God’s 
love in tangible ways, like giving goats 
to the children to cover school fees, and 
their hearts are gradually opening to the 
Gospel. 

When Jesus told his 
disciples in Matthew 28:19, 
“go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations,” He 
was passing on the mission 
of John 3:16,  “For God so 
loved the world, that He 
gave His only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believes in 
Him should not perish but 
have everlasting life.” In 
essence, Jesus was saying to 
His disciples, “I so love the 
world, that I am giving you, 
so that whoever believes in 
Me will not perish but have 
everlasting life.”  

Going can be uncomfort-
able. It may even lead to 
some hardship. But if Jesus 
was willing to undergo hard-
ship, shouldn’t we be also? 
Brother Salee certainly understands that.

I John 4:8 tells us “whoever does not love 
does not know God, because God is love.”   

God is very serious about His love for the 
world. So serious, in fact, that throughout 
history when His people have not heeded 
His command, He moves in the earth so His 
people come face to face with the lost; so 
the lost can come to know His love.    

Look at the Early Church; many of them 
were enjoying the fellowship and care of 
the Christian community in Jerusalem,  
Antioch, and other enclaves. Roman 
persecution thrust them out and scattered 
them far and wide, and Christianity spread 
rapidly. 

In 16th century France, King Louis XV 

persecuted the Protestants in the country in 
an effort to eradicate them from the nation. 
About half a million believers fled and relo-
cated throughout Europe, South Africa, and 
even North America. These people were 
some of the first to share Christ with the 
Native Americans, helping establish North 
America as a beacon of hope and a place 
from which the Gospel has been spread for 
many years. 

God still desires for the whole world to 
experience His great love. When He sees 
His people worshipping in comfort and ease 
while across the world others are dying 
without His love, in His love, He shakes 

things up.  
In the shakings, God wants us see 

through His lens of love. We have to set 
aside our ethnic lens; our political lens, 
even our religious lens, and see as God 
sees.

When people riot in Ferguson, Mo., or 
some other community, out of fear, rejec-
tion or anger, we must look at it through His 
lens of love. God wants them to know they 
are completely accepted by Him, so He is 
bringing them to our attention.

When tens of thousands of people flee to 
the U.S. illegally, we must look at it through 
His lens of love. God wants them to know 
their Savior, so He is bringing them to us!

When Muslim radicals rampage with 

violent hatred and bring their threats to 
our doorstep, we must look at it through 
His lens of love. God wants them to be free 
from hate and bondage, so He is bringing 
them to us.

I know all these issues are complex and 
must be addressed on multiple levels. But 
the first and greatest command to disciples 
of Jesus Christ is love. The Apostle John tells 
us “whoever lives in love, lives in God, and 
God in him.” (I John 4: 16) That tells us any-
thing not done in love, is not done in God.  
Without love, every effort we make will fall 
flat and probably even do damage. Re-
sponding in godly love, however, has power 

to transform lives and situations.
God’s command to “go there-

fore and make disciples of all na-
tions” is still relevant today. When 
we don’t move in His timing;  
in His love He brings the nations 
to us. 

It is easy to get discouraged 
and even fearful as we consider 
circumstances in our nation and 
world. But God is up to something 
– God is up to love. And He is still  
calling His people into that great 
plan. 

Crossing racial, cultural, socio-
economic, or even emotional 
barriers to share God’s love can 
seem scary. But the Apostle John, 
who had stood up against Roman 
oppression and religious persecu-
tion in his day states emphatically 
“there is no fear in love. But per-

fect love drives out fear.” (I John 4:18).
Instead of fear, let God’s love penetrate 

your heart with compassion for those 
people who are living life and facing eternity 
with Him. Their despair and hopelessness 
cause them to act out in ways that make 
them seem unapproachable at times. But 
they are dying for love.

Like God told Joshua, as he was stepping 
into Moses’ shoes, as leader of Israel, “Be 
strong and courageous. Do not be terrified; 
do not be discouraged, for the Lord your 
God will be with you wherever you go.” As 
God’s people step into His shoes of love to 
lead people out of darkness into His glori-
ous light, God will be with us.

Brother Salee has embraced God’s call to 



Somebody Cares chapters around the nation and  
beyond daily answer God’s call to love by serving as a  
tangible expression of Christ in their communities...
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WHY CAREFEST?
BY DANIEL BERNARD
SOMEBODY CARES TAMPA BAY

In 2001, Super Bowl XXXV was played in 
Tampa. Being partners with Operation Bless-
ing, we were given the privilege of  
being their local partner in this sanctioned 
event called the Supper Bowl. We gave out 
120,000 lbs. of food and three truckloads of 
clothes, had 173 churches and businesses 
working together with sports clinics, music, 
and more. Over 12,000 people attended, 
and 1,024 indicated a decision for Christ. 
One member of the NFL Committee, Paul  
Ridgeway said, “It was the only redeemable 
event of Super Bowl Week.”

The big event caught the eye of Mayor 
Greco of Tampa, and he asked me to meet 
with the department heads of the city. At 
this meeting, I expressed to them that the 
Church in Tampa was here to bless the city.  
If they could connect us with the people —
such as the elderly, disabled, and single 
moms—who were in violation of city code, 
we would rally the Church to go and serve 
these individuals. At the time, I had no idea 
if we could do any of that, I just knew it 
was right! I knew the Church needed to be 
relevant to their city. I knew we needed to 
scratch where they were itching. I knew we 
needed to demonstrate the Gospel. I knew 
the Church needed relationship equity by 
serving and working with the city officials 

for something other than church building  
permits.

Thus was the beginning of CareFest, a 
program that practically meets the needs of 
low-income homeowners. We mobilize  
volunteers to meet those needs, such as 
yard work, painting, repairs and more. The 
goal is for one day to be a catalyst for  
ongoing caring. Several churches have even 
established ministries to do projects  
monthly.  

Why CareFest? Why get involved in doing 
a project?

•	 It gives us a place of authority in our 
city as we serve.

•	 It builds unity.
•	 It gives people in business a reason to 

go to work other than a paycheck.
•	 It builds a culture of caring in  

businesses and churches.
•	 Our actions are heard loudly when the 

Church comes together.
•	 It becomes a catalyst for ongoing  

caring.

Because there is a natural rivalry in 
Tampa Bay, I approached the City of St.  
Petersburg and told their mayor what Tam-
pa was doing and challenged him that the 
City of Tampa could get more volunteers 
than St. Petersburg. And so the competition 
began!  

Since then, we have given the beautiful 
crystal Care Cup, annually to the city with 
the most volunteers, and they are deemed 
the City of Compassion. What started out 
with two cities has now grown to 26 com-
munities in the greater Tampa Bay region. 
Other cities, like Bloomington Indiana and 
St. Augustine, have picked up and used 
CareFest to touch lives in their cities. Col-

lectively, we refurbished 
over 300 homes with 
4,500 volunteers in one 
day last year.

How does CareFest 
help and change a local 
church?  Pastor Anthony 
McDaniel of Abundant 
Life Church in Largo, 
Florida has been doing 

love and His admonition to be courageous; 
and over time He is seeing even Muslims 
won to Christ.

Is God calling you to take His love to 
another country? Will you go?

Is God prompting you to share His love 
tangibly in your community? When will you 
start? 

Is God telling you to befriend a hard-to-
love neighbor or co-worker for the sake of 
the Gospel? Will you respond?

When I was in graduate school a group 
of students started ministering in a low-
income neighborhood known for its crime 
and poverty. Some of the students even 
moved into the neighborhood so they 
could become a part of life there. I was 
busy working full time and going to school 
full time, so I really did not want to get 
involved. But I obeyed the prompting of the 
Lord and went to check it out.  

The first night I was there God filled my 
heart with love for the people in that com-
munity. For the next seven years I served 
with that student ministry, mentoring 
kids and loving the adults. We saw people 
receive Jesus and be set free from addic-
tions. We saw kids who lived in a commu-
nity of dropouts, graduate from high school 
and one even go to college. We saw God 
completely transform that community. The 
time I spent sharing the love of Jesus with 
that community were the most joyful and 
fulfilling times of my week. Somehow I had 
time to continue a full-time job, complete 
two graduate degrees AND serve that com-
munity. God made a way. On top of that, 
my faith had never been so alive.

James 2:17 tells us that, “faith by itself, if 
it does not have works, is dead.” Likewise, 
I John 3: 18 says, “let us not love with 
words or tongue but with actions and 
truth.” 

God’s greatest commandment is love. He 
is shaking up the world so the lost can ex-
perience His great love. Now its time for the 
Church to be His vessel of love to the least, 
the last, the lost and even the scary!

CareFest builds unity with-
in the church. 

Jodie Chiricosta is 
Vice President of 
Somebody Cares 
America/Inter-
national. She also 
speaks, writes, 
and consults on  
a variety of  
ministry topics.



ings, and bodies but rather the fourth B, 
BLESSING others.

Proverbs 11:11 says, “By the blessing of 
the upright, a city is exalted.”  Do you want 
your city to be the best it can be? In my  
opinion, it cannot be without you, the 
Church, being like Jesus. Acts 10:38 states, 
“Jesus, anointed by the Holy Spirit, went 
about doing good.” Do you know why it 
feels good to do good? Because that is 
being like Jesus. When you do so, the Holy 
Spirit is ministering to you and encouraging 
you to continue to be like Jesus.

We are available to help you bring 
CareFest to your city. We have developed a 
manual on how to do CareFest, and  we do 
seminars to train churches in how to imple-
ment this program in their church and city. 
Contact me at daniel@sctb.org or 727-421-
4132 if you want more information.  

Make caring “contagious”—BEE   
Caretagious!!

SHOWING AT-RISK YOUTH  
THAT SOMEBODY CARES
BY MICHAEL WALKER
CHURCH IN THE CITY/SOMEBODY CARES 
DENVER

In 1985, I began leading a ministry team 
from a suburban church in Denver into 
the inner-city. Our vision was to bring “the 
church” to the people who weren’t going 
to church. We held services at homeless 
shelters, drug rehabs, and Christian coffee 
houses. 

We saw many people come to  
Jesus, but then they had nowhere to go 
to be discipled and grow in the Lord. God 
made it clear that we were meant to “raise 
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CareFest for 19 years. Here is what he says: 

“I’ve been a pastor for the last 28 years 
and 19 years here in Tampa Bay. Carefest 
has become the number one event to teach 
and lead people to show God’s love in a 
practical way. 

“I adopted the method of ‘preaching on 
purpose’ back in 2005, which means you 
preach and teach for specific behavioral 
change and you give people opportunities 
to live out the heart and spirit that anointed 
preaching of God’s Word cultivates. I preach 
on loving your neighbor as yourself, going 
into the community and showing God’s love, 
and Carefest does exactly that. Besides the 
obvious benefit of blessing people in your 
community and building a bridge to you and 
the church, there’s a secondary benefit that 
we have found is so very helpful: the people 
who serve together build relationships. The 
bonding that happens as people serve  
together creates a bridge to build upon so 
that people in church don’t just walk into 
a sea of people on Sundays; but now they 
know a few more people on a deeper level 
which usually paves the way for further 
connecting in other ministry events or small 
groups.  

“This year, we will complete 55  
projects in one day and have about 300 
people involved. Every staff member is 
asked to lead a team, every leader is asked 
to lead a project and I personally lead a 
team every year and get close to people’s 
pain, because the pain changes you. We 
need to see how people struggle, live a day 
in their house so that our hearts become 
tender to those in need, and see first hand 
the impact of showing God’s love in a prac-
tical way.  

“We buy t-shirts for every participant 
and provide a great breakfast before we go 
out, and usually have the Mayor of Largo 
greet the people and thank them for their  
service before leaving with bottle waters 
and  
supplies. We ask every team to take about-
seven pictures before, during, and at the 
close of the project and email them to a 
certain email address by 6 pm that night. 
Then we put together a celebration video to 
show in our services the next day. It is one 
of the biggest weekends of the year and we 
plan to continue to grow it because it’s one 
of the purest ‘Jesus’ things we do all year. “ 

CareFest is the best witness the Church 
with a capital “C” can be in their commu-
nity.  CareFest is where we come together 
across racial and denominational lines to 
share the tangible love of Jesus. Unbeliev-
ers get to see the Church at its BEST. They 
see we are not about our budgets, build-

our own spiritual kids” by planting Church 
in the City. So in 1991, Church in the City 
was birthed in an old supermarket on the 
main drag of Denver-Colfax Ave. 

The vision was to partner with urban 
and suburban ministries to reach out to 
the poor, oppressed, and needy by shar-
ing the Gospel and meeting their practical 
needs. Over time we developed outreaches 
throughout the week. We also reach out 
every Saturday afternoon at the church 
by partnering with other area ministries 
to serve a meal, distribute groceries, offer 
basic medical care, and preach of the Word.

After moving into our facility, we noticed 
that groups of youth walked through our 
parking lot to and from the neighboring 
high school. God put it on our hearts to 
reach out to those students, especially the 
ones at-risk. East High School is the larg-
est and most diverse urban high school 
in Denver with 2300 students, and it was 
literally right next door. I felt led to meet 
the principal and tell her we were their new 
neighbors and that we would like to reach 
out to the students in the school. 

Her response was initially very cold and 
standoffish. I realized she didn’t know 
anything about us, so why would she let us 
minister to her students? I knew then we 
needed to foster a relationship with the 
school.

We began that relationship by building 
a basketball court in our parking lot which 
attracted a lot of students, including rival 
gang members (we were on neutral turf). 
We started serving food on the basket-
ball court during their lunch hour , which 
attracted a lot of students – I mean what 
high school kid doesn’t like free food! As 
our relationship with the school grew, we 

Church in the City/Somebody Cares Denver hosts 100 students every Wednesday at lunchtime for 
PBM (Pursuing Biblical Manhood) and Girl Talk.  



 

PAGE 4

began holding special events, like honor-
ing the basketball team when they won 
the state championship, helping with their 
football team awards banquet, supporting 
school choir presentations, and hosting 
faculty Bible studies. Over time, they even 
began announcing our student events over 
their P.0.A system. We realized the Lord 
was giving us more and more favor with the 
school.

After meeting Doug Stringer, I recognized 
we both had the same “Spiritual DNA” 
toward the poor and at-risk youth. We both 
believed God wanted to set up a partner-
ship with Somebody Cares and Church 
in the City, and Somebody Cares Denver 
began. We put all the church’s outreach and 
partnerships under the banner of Church in 
the City/Somebody Cares Denver and start-
ed developing urban ministry partnerships 
under that banner as well. God brought 
together partnerships with Urban Youth 
Ministries (UYM) and Young Life, which 
further expanded our outreach efforts. 

We now have over 100 students come 
every Wednesday at lunchtime to PBM 
(Pursuing Biblical Manhood) and Girl Talk. 
Urban Youth Ministries holds regular  
student Bible studies during the week at 
the church. Young Life works with us in 
doing student Bible studies, too. This has 
opened the door for the school to bring 
their World Religions class to the church 
every semester to hear about what God is 
doing through us in the city.

We are now prayerfully looking at a facil-
ity across the street from the school to put 
in a Youth Development Center. The loca-
tion has easy access to students throughout 
the city because it is on the main bus line. 
Our dream is for the facility to house a res-
taurant, gymnasium, concert hall, record-
ing studio, training room, and weight and 
exercise rooms. The goal is to provide job 
training in the areas of multi-media, film, 
and high tech, as well as trades like electric, 
plumbing, and HVAC-all for urban kids who 
will not have a chance to go to college. 

Many local businesses have already 
agreed to hire young people who will  
complete our job program. Being Christ-
centered, it will not only develop job skills, 
but true Christian character and ethics as 
well.

This exciting project is bringing together 
additional partnerships with urban youth 
ministries in the city.  Some of the minis-
tries want to have their offices on site so 
they have the opportunity to minister to 
students right outside their door.

Being part of Somebody Cares America 
has been a true blessing because of the 
kindred spirit we share in reaching the poor, 
oppressed, and needy, as well as the at-risk 

youth in our city. The partnerships we share 
and the relationships we have developed 
have made it possible for us to further 
God’s Kingdom here in the city of Denver. 
To God be the Glory! 
 

the schools, et. al. 
He concluded by saying, “If you will 

establish meaningful relationships with 
your city leaders your ministry will have a 
greater impact upon your city. 

Hello, Dr. Stringer!  
As I reflected upon what He said, I 

realized that He was alluding to the planting 
of relational-seeds in the seven spheres of 
societal influence.

Along with Dr. Stringer, leaders such as 
Dr. Loren Cunningham, Winkie Pratney 
and Dr. Bill Bright stress the importance of 
penetrating these societal-spheres. They 
believe that God, as the Author and Creator 
of all things, designed these spheres (or 
areas of influence) to produce healthy, 
thriving communities in alignment with His 
guidance. 

These seven spheres of society are: 
family, economics (including science, 
technology, and business), government, 
religion, education, communications/
media, and celebration (including arts, 
entertainment, and sports). Each sphere  

 
 
plays a unique role in seeing “God’s 
kingdom come and His will be done on  
earth as it is in Heaven” (Matthew 6:10).  
God gives His people divine inspiration to 
reflect His nature and character in each of 
these spheres. His wisdom extends to every 
area of our lives, work, and society (source: 
YWAM’s website.) 

According to Dr. Stringer, this 
commissional-challenge begins in our own 
‘backyard’ i.e., individual city. It became 
very clear that Somebody Cares Humble 
needed to come-up with a strategy to 
develop a relationship with the leaders of 
our city. But how was it possible? 

A few days after my unusual encounter 
with the Lord, I received an invitation in 
the mail from the president of our local 
Chamber of Commerce. He invited pastors 
and ministry leaders to meet with him at 
his office. Even though I was extremely 
busy I had a strong urging that I should 
attend. Little did I realize that God was 

RELATIONAL EQUITY:  
INFLUENCING YOUR CITY  
FOR CHRIST 
BY DR. C.E. “BUDDY” HICKS
SOMEBODY CARES HUMBLE

While attending one of our annual 
chapter gatherings, I recall Dr. Doug Stringer 
challenging chapter directors to consider 
the importance of developing relational 
equity with our city leaders. He shared 
with us the following: “You should never 
underestimate the value of developing 
relational equity with the civic leaders of 
your community!” His challenge was made 
very clear to me in a most unusual fashion. 

From the outset Somebody Cares Humble 
actively pursued our vision, 
i.e., a “strategic-community-
outreach ministry focusing on 
youth and families.” Our “nets” 
included an outdoor skate 
park, cyber café, church, and 
monthly network luncheon for 
pastors, ministries, and Christian 
businessmen and women in 
our area (North East Ministerial 
Alliance). Even though we were 
experiencing great favor with 
the Lord in reaching our target 
groups, the challenge made by 
Dr. Stringer surfaced in our  
minds from time to time.  
Then the unexpected happened! 

One morning when in conversation with 
the Lord, He became very “pointed”  
with me. I remember crying out to him, 
“Lord I want to reach my city for you.” I kept 
repeating this over and over. 

It was as if the Lord interrupted me and 
said, “So you want to reach this city for 
Me?” And I replied, “Yes Lord, I do!” He 
replied, “Wonderful, so do I.” Then He 
asked me several short, strange, and direct 
questions.  

“Tell me, what’s the name of the mayor 
of your city? Puzzled at the question I 
replied, “Well Lord I don’t know.” 

Then He asked me, “Can you give me 
the name of just one of your city council 
members?” My reply to Him was, “Lord, I 
don’t know.” 

Then the third, forth, and fifth questions 
had to do with the names of the city 
manager, chief of police, superintendent of 

A local business partnered with Somebody Cares Humble to  
offer college scholarships.



PAGE 5

Rise to the Time, which serves as the Somebody Cares Mobile Outreach during times of 
disaster, has acquired a building for a prayer and community services center in Denison 
TX.  The prayer room opened in October and work on the community garden is underway to 
prepare it for spring planting! 

SC New England has been intentional in reaching children ages 4-12, with three major events 
held in the summer of 2014: 
• “Hearing the Voice of God” conference for kids and parents taught children how to hear 

and articulate what they heard and saw from God. They also learned to share a testimo-
ny and witness to friends, while parents learned how to nurture their child’s relationship 
with God. 

• Uncharted Waters Sports Ministry (www.uwsportsministry.org) held a VBS outreach, 
served an evening meal to families, and taught basketball skills and drills, cheering, and 
soccer skills. At the end of the week each child and their siblings got to pick a brand new 
toy.  Many of the children accepted Christ at the closing program.

• At the annual Bless the City block party, 500 families received personal and household 
goods and groceries. The fun-filled day ended with a steak cook-out  for everyone  
involved!

SOMEBODY CARES CHAPTER UPDATES

Somebody Cares St. Augustine and the St. Johns 
County School District’s Homeless Student Task 
Force held their third annual “Coats 4 Kids”  
winter coat drive during the month of Novem-
ber. These winter clothing items were distribut-
ed to over 500 students in the St. Johns County 
School District who are classified as homeless. 
This year was the largest coat drive they’ve had 
so far, with 16 churches participating.  

orchestrating this entire matter. 
When I arrived at the Chamber 

office the president greeted me, and 
following breakfast, he welcomed 
us and shared his intentions for the 
meeting. 

As he spoke my mind began to recall 
the conversation that God and I had a 
few days prior. “Pastors,” he said, “our 
Chamber is one of the most successful 
and influential Chambers in the State 
of Texas. I have called you here today 
to tell you that this Chamber needs 
you. We need your prayers, wisdom, 
and godly influence. Hundreds of 
businesses belong to this Chamber.  All 
of our city leaders attend our functions 
as well. I am making a plea for you 
to prayerfully consider becoming a 
significant influence in this Chamber. 
We need you.”

I couldn’t believe what I was hearing! 
I considered asking the Chamber 
President if He and God had been 
discussing my recent encounter with 
Him! Needless to say, I couldn’t get 
my checkbook out soon enough and 
become a member!

Over the years my membership 
in the Chamber has produced great 
dividends for Somebody Cares Humble. 
I was the first pastor in the history of 
the Chamber to become a member of 
the board of directors. I now have a 
personal relationship with a great many 
of our city’s leaders. Somebody Cares 
Humble also has become well known 
through out the city. Frequently, we 
receive calls from city leaders to help 
citizens who call them for assistance. 
It is not uncommon to get a phone 
call or visit from city leaders asking for 
personal prayers or advice. 

The business community at large 
also supports our efforts. A central 
component of our skate park and cyber 
café ministry is our college scholarship 
program. A local businessman and 
his wife provide the funds for this, 
and there are other businesses that 
contribute to various activities we 
conduct.

We are convinced that the relational 
equity that God has led us to develop 
with city leaders and the business 
community has been one of the ‘keys’ 
in regards to receiving the necessary 
funds to accomplish the goals that 
the Lord has given us. Favor through 
relationships!

Dr. Stringer’s challenge added 
another dimension to our local vision. 
By God’s grace, we are experiencing 
great favor throughout our community. 
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South Central U.S.
The Somebody Cares network responded 

to the string of tornados that hit Oklahoma, 
Arkansas, Missouri, and Kansas. Somebody 
Cares ministry partners responded immedi-
ately with aid, comfort, and care. 

SC MOBILE OUTREACH deployed to the  
Quapaw, Okla.,  and Baxter Springs, Miss., 
communities. In addition to distributing 
teddy bears and gift cards, Vickie and Terry 
Gaskins coordinated aid into the area. In 
partnership with area churches, Somebody 
Cares provided building supplies to repair 
the home of 83-year-old Frank Frazier, who 
had been tossed around by the tornados. 
With nowhere else to turn, Frank did not 
know how he was going to fix his badly 
damaged home. Other seniors and families 
in the area were also assisted. 

The HOLY SMOKE cook team of Mark 
Roye and Mike Lynch headed to Vilonia, 
Ark., and served over 1,100 hot meals to 
area residents. They also distributed gift 

cards and teddy bears 
through local churches.

VICTIM RELIEF MINIS-
TRIES chaplains deployed 
to Tupelo and Louisville, 
Miss., providing crisis and 
trauma counseling.  The 
teddy bear and gift cards  
sent by Somebody Cares 
opened doors for prayer 
and ministry.

Nebraska
Network partner, Mike 

Lynch of ALLY FORCE re-
sponded immediately with 
their Holy Smoke cooker 
and Somebody Cares  
supplies when tornados  
hit Pilger, Neb. They served  
hundreds of hot meals to residents and first 
responders, and distributed SC teddy bears, 
gift cards, and funding to families who lost 
homes and possessions.

Oklahoma
Somebody Cares continued helping 

families affected by the 2013 Moore, Okla., 
tornados in partnership with area churches 
there. 

Philippines
The earthquake and subsequent typhoon 

that hit the Philippines at the end of 2013 
left millions of people without food, shelter, 
medical care and other basic necessities of 

life. Typhoon Haiyan 
struck remote islands 
far from help and 

wiped out homes and businesses that will 
take years to rebuild.

Somebody Cares first responder Mark 
Roye said in his  12 years of disaster re-
sponse,  including Haiti, it was the worst 
he had ever seen. Official reports say over 
10,000 people lost their lives, but there 
were probably more.

The Somebody Cares network mobi-
lized and began distributing relief supplies 
from the beginning. In addition to provid-
ing immediate relief of food, water, and 
assistance with clean-up through partners 
like CRISIS RESPONSE INTERNATIONAL 
and medical assistance through MEDICAL 
MISSION ADVENTURES, Somebody Cares 
International sent 1.4 million fortified rice 
meals to be distributed through our partner 
church coalition throughout the long-term 
recovery.  

Somebody Cares also helped fund several 
livelihood projects so communities that lost 
their industry can get back on their feet. 

Of course prayer, crisis and trauma coun-
seling, and support in lifting up the hands of 
frontline partners has been ongoing.

Middle East
ISIS Jihadists continue to terrorize mil-

lions of people in Syria and Iraq. Christians 
are being systematically eradicated from 
the region. Somebody Cares is partnering 

Somebody Cares 2014   
Disaster Response Summary 

Mark Roye prays 
with pastors in The 
Philippines during 
Typhoon Hayan 
relief (top); a snap-
shot of destruction 
in Pilger (left).

Somebody Cares partner Crisis Relief International has been  
working with children and families in Syria and Iraq.
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with CBN INTERNATIONAL, CRISIS  
RESPONSE INTERNATIONAL (CRI), 
CALL OF HOPE, GLOBAL HOPE  
NETWORK INTERNATIONAL, THE 
SHEPHERD’S SOCIETY, and others to 
rescue and deliver aid to those fleeing 
ISIS atrocities.

In Iraq, we helped secure temporary 
housing in an apartment building for 
Christians who fled Mosel and other ISIS 
held territories. Thousands of families 
were forced from their homes by Islamic 
militants and stripped of all possessions. 
These families received food, hygiene 
items, blankets, water, and clothing as 
they searched for a way to restart their 
lives. As winter approached, Somebody 
Cares also provided 1,000 heaters to 
families to ward off the cold. Partner 
teams from CRI have been delivering aid 
to people seeking refuge on Mt. Sinjar.

Millions of people also fled fighting 
in Syria by crossing into Lebanon and 
Jordan. Countless men have been killed, 
leaving women and children defenseless. 
Some of the women are even turning to 
prostitution to feed their families. Some-
body Cares is helping CALL OF HOPE 
bring in food, hygiene items, blankets, 
and more to help these refugees. Of 
course they are offered the hope that 
only Jesus can give, and even former 
radical Muslims are deciding to  
follow Christ.

In partnership with GLOBAL HOPE 
NETWORK, Somebody Cares also helped 
establish secure refugee camps in Jordan 
for at least 10,000 people who evacuated 
the area around Mosul. Many of these 
dear people have also been traumatized 
as they have seen loved ones viciously 
murdered by the militants; teams are 
also comforting and praying with them.

Christians living in Gaza were caught 
in the crossfire with nowhere to go. The 
massive destruction there due to Hamas 
terrorist activities and Israel’s justi-
fied defense of its citizens and borders 
left Christians and other peace-loving 
Palestinians suffering in untold hardship. 
Many of their homes have been de-
stroyed, family members killed or badly 
injured, and jobs lost. Extreme shortages 
of basic necessities are an ongoing real-
ity. Somebody Cares partnered with THE 
SHEPHERD’S SOCIETY to support these 
families so they have food, medicine, 
rent, bedding, fuel, and more. 

“In the midst of creation groaning, the nations raging, and all that can be shaken being 
shaken, the Church of Jesus Christ must awaken and take her place as a voice of hope, 
truth, compassion and love,” said Pastor Doug Stringer as he cast the invitation to the 2014 
Global Summit. “Not only must we hear personally but we must hear the Lord together.”  

Leaders from Somebody Cares chapters, affili-
ates, and ministry partners attended the October 
gathering at Encourager Church in Houston. Dino 
Rizzo, author of Servolution and executive director 
of the Association of Related Churches, opened 
the Summit on Thursday, October 16, as he shared 
how the power of godly compassion brings trans-
formation.

Friday night, honored guest Brother Yun shared 
incredible testimonies of what God is doing glob-
ally in the midst of crisis and how the Church is 
shining bright. Yun is a Chinese preacher and evan-
gelist whose life was chronicled in The Heavenly 
Man, the remarkable and dramatic autobiography 
of one of China’s dedicated, courageous, and 
intensely persecuted house church leaders.  
Participants also heard from Stefano Fehr, of  
partner ministry Call of Hope, who shared what 
God is doing in the Muslim world. 

After two day-time sessions filled with encouraging reports and testimonies from chap-
ters, partners, and friends of the ministry, the meetings concluded with a Saturday evening 
commissioning service highlighted by worship with 
SoulFruit and individual ministry. Doug Stringer 
symbolically distributed costmary seeds to signify 
the awakening of our hearts and spirits to God’s call 
in our lives. Costmary oil has historical significance 
in the birth of our nation, as American soldiers used 
it to help them stay awake for prayer during the 
Revolutionary War. 

“I deeply love each one of the SC family,” said 
Marlene Yeo from Somebody Cares New England.  
“It is a joy to worship together and be exhorted 
to press on to the ‘greater things’ God has promised. The Summit always catapults me 
forward in the mission of rescuing lives. The honesty and humility of the speakers was so 
beautiful it was like oil being massaged into my heart.”

Vickie Gaskins from Rise to the Time, the SCA Mobile Outreach ministry, said, “Hearing 
about the Middle East and the work the Lord is accomplishing there was not just encourag-
ing but gave me such a sense of urgency about the hour we are living in.”

Sean Malone, our partner with Crisis Relief International working in the Middle East, 
said, “It was an honor to be in the presence of so many world changers and hidden heroes. 

I was marked by the 
depth and quality of the 
Somebody Cares Net-
work. I walked away from 
the few days truly hungry 
for more of Jesus in my 
own life.”

“I walked away hungry for more of Jesus.”
2014 Global Summit: 

Doug with Bro. Yun (above 
left); Marlene Yeo enjoying 
worship (above right); par-
ticipants received costmary 
seeds to signify personal 
awakening and revival (left).
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Ebola and Other Pandemics
By Kynada Boland

While not an expert on pandemics or 
Ebola, I am a proponent of preparedness. 
With the recent concern about Ebola 
outbreaks, I saw a need to present detailed 
instructions, facts, keys to prevention, 
and treatment for any one wanting this 
information. Knowledge is key to protecting 
our families, preventing the spread of 
contagious diseases, and being prepared to 
offer the hope of Jesus when crisis comes.

WHAT IS A PANDEMIC? 
A pandemic is an outbreak of global 

proportions. It happens when a novel virus 
emerges among humans causing serious 
illness and spreading easily from person-to-
person. The worst pandemic in history was 
the Bubonic Plague, or Black Death, that 

killed an estimated 75 million people over 
the course of seven years in the 1300s.

Professionals agree that it is only a matter 
of time until a devastating pandemic occurs 
again. Recent history proves, however, that 
globally we have become much more skilled 
at mitigating the effects of such outbreaks, 
as is evidenced by the containment of the 
swine and avian flus.

Since Ebola is currently an active threat, 
my focus for this article is there.

 Ebola is an infectious and generally 
fatal disease marked by fever and severe 
internal bleeding, spread through contact 
with infected body fluids. Ebola was first 
discovered in Central and West Africa in 
1976, but this current outbreak is the 
deadliest on record. As of Oct 29, 2014 
more than 13,000 people in Africa have 
contracted the virus and over 4,900 people 
have died. 

In an article about Doctors Without 
Borders, the NYTimes.com posted 
encouraging information about the power 
of prevention, saying 700 doctors and aid 
workers have deployed to Ebola stricken 
countries with only three having contracted 
the virus, at the time of this writing. 

The W.H.O. reported that over 400 heath 
care workers in affected countries have 
contracted the disease due to improper 
use of protective equipment, or a lack 
thereof, shortage of medical personnel, and 
extended hours of exposure to the virus. As 
of October 8, 2014, 233 of those workers 
have died. 

 
TRANSMISSION

So how does the disease spread? The 
W.H.O. states that Ebola is not contagious 
until someone shows symptoms. There is 
an incubation period that generally lasts 

      PANDEMIC PARANOIA OR PREPAREDNESS PEACE?
      By Jodie Chiricosta
      Vice President, Somebody Cares America/International 

          When the Black Plague struck Europe in the mid 1300s, it wiped out one third of the population  
    in just three years. People were terrified. Rumors and misinformation were rampant. False blame  
    was cast about, which resulted in the burning of neighbors’ homes, and  flagellants increased. Many  
    abandoned those who fell ill as they suffered and died. It was a dark time in the history of the   
    world.  

               There were some bright spots however, like Catherine of Siena. Catherine was a Christian who  
    loved God and loved people. Instead of fleeing when the Black Plague struck her hometown, she  
    stayed to care for those who fell ill. She and her followers nursed them, prayed for them, and   
    buried those who died. There are even accounts of people whom she prayed for being healed and  
    others raised from the dead! 

          Catherine was not the only follower of Christ to care for those who contracted the plague. But 
she can serve as an example to us as we consider how to respond, not in fear, but with Godly compassion, when pandemics appear 
today.

Of course the first step in a compassionate response is personal and family preparation so we are healthy and ready to respond 
in the event of a pandemic or disaster. When we are prepared, we can avoid the paranoia that can quickly sweep a community and 
instead reach out to others in peace.

* Reference: ChristianityToday.com article The Black Death
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between 2 to 21 days; only when symptoms 
are present is the virus contagious. Ebola 
is spread through all bodily fluids including 
the spray from coughs or sneezes. If this 
fluid contacts another person’s skin, eyes, 
mouth, nose... the virus will spread. The 
virus can also survive on surfaces like 
door handles, countertops, grocery carts, 
ATMs, remote controls, and more. This 
microscopic virus is easily absorbed into 
one’s skin.

SIGNS AND SYMPTOMS
Initially, the symptoms seem rather flu-

like, including headache, fever, fatigue, sore 
throat, cough, chest pain, often sensitivity 
to light, red eyes, swollen glands, diarrhea, 
vomiting, and sometimes a rash. After 
a week, some patients start to recover. 
In about half of the cases, however, the 
symptoms progress and victims begin to 
hemorrhage. “They may vomit blood or 
pass it in urine, or bleed under the skin or 
from their eyes or mouths. But bleeding 
is not usually what kills patients. Rather, 
blood vessels deep in the body begin 
leaking fluid, causing blood pressure to 
plummet so low that the heart, kidneys, 
liver, and other organs begin to fail” (The 
New York Times, October 6, 2014).

THE NEED FOR PREPAREDNESS
Due to the highly contagious nature of 

Ebola, the easy mobility of people locally 
and globally, dense populations in city 
centers, and suppressed immune systems 
due to medications, the likelihood of a 
virus spreading quickly around the globe is 
possible! Health Ranger Mike Adams says, 
“If you are not in urgent preparedness 
mode, you are already behind the curve” 
(Biodefense.com, Mid September 2014) 

A pandemic of these proportions could 
cause interruptions in every service that we 
rely on: transport of food and goods, water 
and electric services, banking systems, and 
more. Many of these same interruptions 
occur following a natural disaster. The 
distribution of food and other essentials has 
been significantly hampered in the three 
West African nations with active infection.

Here are some recommended ways to 
prepare for massive interruption of key 
services that can occur during a pandemic 
outbreak or a natural disaster. 

 
* Significantly enhance your FOOD and 

WATER storage.
* Plan to heat/cool your home and cook 

food without POWER.
* Procure personal care and HYGIENE 

items.
* Identify SPECIAL NEEDS: consider the 

elderly, babies and children, pets.
* Address the need for SECURITY: how 

will you protect your family and supplies?
* For uninterrupted communication a 

HAM radio and license are helpful.
* FAMILY PLANS, DOCUMENTS, and 

EVACUATION PLANS should be in place.
* Have CASH on hand in small bills 

(singles, fives, and tens).
* MEDICAL protection, supplies, and 

isolation gear including plastic sheeting 
and duct tape are helpful in the case of a 
pandemic as well as bio-terror.

* Have plenty of BLEACH on hand. Bleach 
kills viruses, and if used properly can help 
purify water.

* Natural Health: use and store medicinal 
herbs and spices (garlic, basil, sage, 
peppermint), anti-viral herbs, probiotics, 
vitamins, essential oils, superfoods.

PREVENTION
The CDC recommends three key areas for 

risk reduction in the case of pandemics:
1.) Avoid contact with wildlife.
2.) Reduce the risk of human to human 

transmission.
3.) Employ containment measures 

(identify those with symptoms, monitor, 
separate healthy from sick, use good 
hygiene, safe burial of dead).

Additionally, boost your immune system! 
Teach your family how to wash their hands 
properly; avoid contact with anyone who 
is exhibiting symptoms; be careful about 
surfaces in common areas (coffee pots, 
water coolers, ATMs, taxi cabs); avoid 
confined spaces (theatres, gyms, health 
clubs); wear gloves and masks in public 
restrooms; avoid touching your face 
unless hands are properly 
cleansed; and carry 
hand-sanitizer and 
disinfectant wipes.

Currently there is no 
proven treatment to 
cure Ebola. However 
anti-virals, anti-
parasitics, and vitamins 
can help strengthen 
your immune system. 
You may want to 
research and consider 
the benefits of nano 
silver/colloidal silver 
10ppm; Vitamin C, 
Vitamin K; natural 2% 
tincture of iodine, anti-parasitics like 
black walnut husk, wormwood and cloves; 

as well as anti-virals like  black elderberry/
sambucus, licorice root, rosemary, and 
sage.

If you feel like you have been exposed 
to Ebola or are exhibiting symptoms, 
quarantine yourself immediately and then 
contact the CDC. 

QUARANTINE
Choose a room, preferably with attached 

bathroom, and place the affected person 
inside; cover the door with plastic sheeting 
on the inside and outside. Anytime 
someone enters this room, they need to 
wear the best gear available: hood, full 
respirator, booties on shoes, and tape to 
close up every gap. 

Assume that every surface in the room 
is contaminated—floor, dishes, pens. 
Consider also how to restrict air circulating 
from that room through other parts of the 
house. 

It is important to give mental and 
psychological support to the person 
in isolation. Give the person things for 
entertainment, respect the choices of your 
patient, and be prepared for bargaining.

Have a plan. Give them a reason for hope 
and something to look forward to after the 
quarantine is over.

For more detailed information, the 
Pandemic Essential Training by Kynada 
Boland is available on PreparednessPeace.
com and at SomebodyCares.org, under the 
resources tab under Disaster Preparedness 
Tips and Resources. 

 
Kynada Boland serves as a 
preparedness trainer with the 
Somebody Cares Global Com-
passion Response Network. 
She is co-author of a six-session 
curriculum entitled Prepared-
ness Peace, which is an excellent 
tool for personal, church, and 
corporate preparedness. The cur-
riculum is designed for individual 
or group study. To learn more or 
to purchase your copy, go to www.

Somebody Cares.org/store. 



Who will care for them?
 

by Susie Wolf 
MS in Aging Services/Applied Gerontology

“Do not abandon me when I’m old; 
or reject me when my strength fails.” 
Psalm 71:9

Could it be you or me? Right now, it’s 
Margie* [name changed]. 

Margie’s children are grown and she’s 
alone. She called the Somebody Cares office 
in need of housing assistance and was then 
referred to me for guidance. As a senior 
citizen, Margie’s needs represent a culmina-
tion of a lifetime of choices, family dynam-
ics, and current reality. “I don’t have enough 
money for the average rent. I have a little 
dog who’s my companion, and I can’t bear 
the thought of giving her up.” Now in her 
70’s, she’s living on a fixed income and is 
looking for help.

She’s not alone and represents a growing 
segment of our population who, faced with 
many decisions, are not sure where to turn. 
From Baby Boomers to the Old Old (age 85 
on up), seniors are on the rise!  

“I BELONG”
Acceptance is a universal need to know 

that you are valued as a person and are 
received by others. We want to be seen, 
understood, and accepted for who we are. 
That doesn’t change throughout life. With 
each passing year, we are aging. While a 
natural process, as a whole we are not too 
accepting of our latter season of life. In fact, 
we resist it, try to ignore it, and preserve 
youthfulness as long as possible. Being 
“young at heart” reflects a positive, “can 
do” attitude and approach to life, and that 
is good. Yet we are faced with the fact that 
each day we are progressing and moving 
forward toward that upward call; the mark; 
the finish line. 

Likewise, Margie needs not just a place to 
live, but a community to whom she belongs. 
We are meant to connect socially and form 
meaningful friendships. Her housing options 
are limited, and there are waiting lists for 
seniors’ subsidized housing. I asked about 
her children, as they should know of her 
need. Yet for whatever reasons and fam-
ily dynamics, she doesn’t want to trouble 
them. She’s not unique, though there are 
seniors who still have their spouse or adult 
children upon whom they rely. 

Kathleen Sebelius stated that “with the 
emphasis moving toward community based 
programs and services, we’re going to rely 
more and more upon the faith-based com-
munity. They have a unique role and know 
their community.” 

WHAT CAN WE DO?
It’s only a matter of time or likely occur-

ring right now. Someone sitting in the seat 
next to you in church, at the high school 
football game, or walking the aisle of the 
grocery store is serving as a caregiver. 
What happens when the responsibility 
increases and she can no longer come to 
church because of the loved one’s needs? A 
neighbor who’s no longer coming outside or 
a buddy who used to attend Sunday School 
who’s now a shut-in -- there are seniors and 
caregivers waiting and wanting someone to 
reach out.

From a place of empathy, each of us can 
do something. We first must identify and 
recognize that there is a need, and then 
be willing to address it. Sometimes it’s as 
simple as a phone call to someone who 
used to attend service at your church but is 
now homebound. Perhaps it’s reaching out 
to a neighbor who’s slowing down.

As the community at-large, we can ad-
dress the needs of the rising numbers of 
seniors and their family caregivers. Plan-
ning neighborhood activities or church 
outreach programs are ways to reach those 
who can’t come to you. It takes initiative, 
planning and a willingness to, at times, step 
outside of one’s comfort zone.

RESOURCES AND OPTIONS
Knowing your community resources is 

key. Housing, home health care, and care-
giver support groups are just some ways to 
connect those who are in a time of crisis. 

As for Margie, I contacted housing au-
thorities, and non-profit homeless shelters, 
and set up an appointment for her at a 
transitional housing/senior apartment com-
munity-- and we prayed. She has connected 
with another senior lady with whom she 
and her little dog can stay. 

As Margie says, “God worked out a 
miracle!”

“HOW CAN I AGE IN PLACE?” 
At some point, care concerns arise for 

the majority of us as we progress in age. If 
asked, most of us would say we don’t want 
to live in an Institutional setting yet are 
unsure how we’ll manage at home. Thank-
fully many seniors have either a spouse or 
adult child who serves as a Primary Care-
giver to address their age-related health 
issues. Yet the caregiver is often overloaded 
and overwhelmed. The responsibility takes 
an emotional, mental, and physical toll on 
caregivers. Out of love and at times, a sense 
of obligation, the caregiver will do whatever 
it takes to care for the loved one.  

PRESSED LIKE A SANDWICH
Raising one’s own children while caring 

for home and family and aging loved ones 
places many adult children among the 
“Sandwich Generation.” Aging loved ones 
could be living with you, nearby, or long-
distance. The sense of responsibility and 
stress are ongoing. How do you honor your 
father and mother as spoken of in Scripture 
and balance your other commitments?

During a recent presentation, I asked 
participants how many of them have served 
as a primary caregiver or perhaps currently 
serve in that capacity. Of the approximately 
60 attendees, the majority raised their 
hands! It really does hit close to home be-
cause it’s a normal process of life. 

Having served as a primary caregiver, I 
can attest to the stress but also the com-
fort that comes in the journey. It was the 
hardest and richest time of our relationship. 
Hardest because of the physical and emo-
tional challenges, and the richest because 
of the opportunity to know and understand 
my loved one to a depth I never had. 
 
WHO WILL CARE FOR THEM —  
AND FOR US?

Studies show there aren’t enough allied 
health workers or trained and paid caregiv-
ers to meet the growing demand. Equally as 
pressing is a large percentage of Americans 
living on fixed incomes with limited funds to 
cover the costs of supplemental care. With 
health care reform and the rising  
costs of institutional care, former U.S. 
Health and Human Services Secretary 
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A MINISTRY EXTENSION &  
AFFILIATE OF SOMEBODY CARES 

As a long-time staff member of TPMI and 
Somebody Cares, this is a natural progres-
sion. Established to address this rising 
population boom, Seniority Services Inc. is 
a non-profit ministry that provides training 
and equipping to facilitate the well- 
being of caregivers, the chronically ill  
and seasoned citizens. A  
major component of the  
ministry is to raise  
awareness in the  
community and in  
the Church.

What a tremendous  
opportunity we have as  
the Body to reach out to  
those in the latter season  
of life. These are souls  
precious in His sight. You  
and I can make an eternal  
impact upon their lives  
and their loved ones.  
And as we do, we  
keep in mind that  
it’s only a matter of  
time until it will be  
our turn.  

 
To get involved or for more  
information contact:  
 
 
Susie Wolf 
Founder/President  
Seniority Services Inc.  
1-855-777-1879  
susie@seniorityservicesinc.org   
www.seniorityservicesinc.org

 

Beginning January 1, 2011, the first Baby 
Boomer in the U.S. turned 65, and each day 
until 2030, approximately 10,000 Baby  
Boomers will turn 65.

Between 2000 and 2010, the 65+ population 
increased at a faster rate (15.1 percent) than 
the total U.S. population, which grew by 9.7 
percent (U.S. Census, http://www.census.gov/
prod/cen2010/briefs/c2010br-09.pdf).

By 2050, the U.S. 65+ population will be close 
to 90 million, more than double the 40.2  
million in 2010. 

The fastest growing age group is 85+.  

Approximately 65 million family caregivers 
provide approximately $450 billion worth 
of unpaid care. Increasingly, caregivers are 
expected to address more complex medical 
needs for their loved ones. 

THREE WORDS.
by Henry Dibrell

Three words still resonate as if it were yesterday: consecration, commitment and  
action. Nearly 25 years later, those life principles still guide my daily walk with the Lord.

When I first walked into a Friday night Bible study led by Doug Stringer nearly 25 years 
ago, I sensed God was calling me to a deeper walk with Him. Through study of the Word 
and outreaches to the inner-city of Houston, my faith grew. It was also during those out-
reaches that I met a young lady who was participating through her church. Two years later, 
Delia became my wife. Our involvement with the ministry continued, and I joined the staff. 
The foundation laid for a network of churches and ministries serving community needs 
was established in that era. Today we know it as the Somebody Cares network, which is 
impacting communities nationally and internationally.

During my seven-year tenure on staff, I made 
lifelong friends. My service through TPMI and 
Somebody Cares set the course for where I am 
today. During that time, Delia gave birth to  
three of our beautiful children, Hope, Jacob, 
and Joshua. We knew there was more the Lord 
was asking of us, and we were part of a team at 
Somebody Cares raising awareness of the thou-
sands of children in the Greater Houston area 
still in need of adoption. As a result, our fourth 
child joined the family, Hollie—an infant then 
who is now in junior high!

After my time at TPMI/Somebody Cares, God 
opened the door for me to serve as an executive 
pastor of a local congregation connected to our 
network. As fulfilling as that season was, I still 

felt there was something the Lord was calling me to do for community-wide impact. 
It is my hope that our youth will be strengthened by solid biblical standards to guide 

their decisions. Out of a heart to reach children and empower them for their future, I ran 
for a position on the Katy School Board—and lost! But as the late Dr. Edwin Louis Cole, a 
spiritual father to Doug Stringer, always said, “Victory doesn’t go to those that never fail, 
but to those that never quit.” I ran again and won! I have just won re-election for a second 
term, serving as vice president of the school board. Katy is home of the fastest growing 
zip codes in America, and 80% of the people who move there do so because of the school 
system. Because of our success, Katy ISD influences education around the nation.

In addition to serving on the Katy 
School Board, I own a Katy-based market-
ing firm called Blue Marble Unlimited. 
Delia works for a wonderful Christian 
company in Katy. Hope is now a sopho-
more at Sam Houston State, studying 
business/accounting. Jacob is a freshman 
at LSU majoring in petroleum engi-
neering. Joshua is in 7th grade, playing 
football. Hollie is following in both her 
father’s and brother’s footsteps by play-
ing in the drum line. 

Because of our time at Turning Point 
under Doug’s leadership, we imbibed 
three principles into our hearts, which 
continue to guide our life-course. 

CONSECRATION of our lives unto the Lord means we’re set apart for His purposes. 
COMMITMENT means we will stay the course and are resolute to fulfilling His calling 

on our lives. We’re called to be ambassadors, in the marketplace, in the schools, and in 
the community. 

ACTION means we will actively share the love and cause of Christ. 
Those principles established the benchmark and the standard by which we live our lives 

as a family. For that and so much more, I’m forever grateful.
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Many us have been crying out for  
another great spiritual awakening to 
visit the nations again. I believe we 
are on the verge of one of the greatest 
outpourings ever, but we must perse-
vere. At times it seems like it will never 
come and that evil is winning. Many 
have grown tired and weary in well 
doing and need a refreshing from the 
Most High!

 Part of the refreshing comes from 
renewed vision. Proverbs 29:18 says, 
“where there is no vision, the people cast 
off restraint.” When God’s people lose sight 
of what He is doing, they lose their will for 
consecration and holiness. When we begin 
to think the vision is too much work or that 
it will not happen, we lose our spiritual will.

Leonard Ravenhill once wrote me a note 
that said, “Let others live on the raw edge 
or the cutting edge. You and I will live on 
the edge of eternity.” That’s something that 
I try to live by because we perish and we 
cast off restraint when we lose our vision 
for souls.

 We must encourage and challenge one 
another to cling to the vision God has 
birthed in our hearts. We cannot become 
weary in well doing; we must persevere in 
doing what He has called us to do, and HE 
will do as He has promised.

 A true awakening occurs when God 
touches an individual first in personal re-
vival and calls that person to holiness and 
purity and consecration. This is the place 
where we walk in the perfect law of liberty 
found in the book of James. We choose to 
pursue God’s higher calling even when we 
can get away with living a “good” life. We 
become so aware of the goodness of God 
that we say, “I don’t need all that, I have 
the liberty to serve God and to serve Him in 
holiness.” 

 In each of the past great awakenings God 
raised up prophets who cried out in the 
wilderness beyond established institutions.  
George Whitfield in the fields of New Eng-

land, Francis Asbury on the frontiers of the 
south and the west, Charles Finney in the 
developing cities, and D. L. Moody among 
the un-churched. Only Whitfield with his 
Oxford degree was a learned man. Asbury, 
Finney, and Moody lacked formal 
education, but they all knew they needed 
to study to show themselves approved. In 
order to “rightly divide the Word of Truth,” 
they had to read the Word, pray, seek 
God’s face, and hear from God. God is not 
looking necessarily for people who have 
degrees in higher education. He is looking 
for those who know Him, not those who 
just know about Him. . 

 God is doing the same thing today. He 
is calling out a prophetic generation, to be 
voices crying out in the wilderness saying 
“Prepare the way, for the coming of the 
Lord is at hand!” 

 This call requires a greater personal 
consecration; greater intimacy with Him; 
greater discipline and restraint. We must 
get to the place where we hunger for the 
presence of God so much we will not do 
anything to displease Him--not out of legal-
ism, but out of relationship.

 No matter what trials and struggles we 
face, we must remember who God is and 
praise Him because He inhabits the praises 
and the thanksgiving of His people. We 
must press beyond what we feel and re-
member what we know and Who we know.  
Then He can hone us into that prophetic 
generation that ushers in the next great 
awakening!

 God wants us to do great exploits for 
Him. Daniel 11:32 says “the people who 
know their God shall be strong, and carry 
out great exploits.” That word “know’” is 
from the Hebrew word YADA, and refers to 
the intimate knowledge shared between 
a husband and wife. This kind of knowing 
isn’t casual dating; it is total commitment. 
It requires spending time, learning how to 
please the other, and avoiding the things 
that displease him or her.  

That is the same kind of commitment 

God wants from each of us. We must reject 
compromise, complacency and mediocrity 
in order to please the One who first loved 
us. We must be ever aware that Jesus is 
coming soon, and we must be ready. 

 To be this prophetic generation, we 
must be ones who desire a deeper walk 
with God.  We must passionately pursue 
the purity and holiness of God. In Deu-
teronomy 23:14 God required holiness in 
the camp of the Israelites in order for His 
presence to remain with them. God is look-
ing for people who want Him above all the 
pleasures of the world.

 Personal consecration starts with a sense 
of God’s holy presence that brings us to 
a place of repentance. God wants us to 
willingly come to Him in repentance for the 
things we have thought, done, and omitted 
that displease Him or have brought shame 
to His name. When we expose ourselves 
to Him and give Him a Free Will Offering 
of spontaneous worship, He picks up the 
pieces, cleans us up, and sends us forth.  
If we expose ourselves, we can’t be ex-
posed by others. 

 As we confess our sins, we are set free 
from the weight of sin. Walking in holiness, 
God pours out His Spirit and puts His pro-
phetic cloak upon us so that we can do the 
great exploits in His name!

 God wants to give clarity and precision 
to the prophetic vision in our lives. He 
wants us to see clearly that multitudes are 
still in the valley of decision. He wants us to 
sense the things that His Spirit is doing.

 1 Samuel 11:1 says “then Nahash the 
Ammonite came up and camped against 
Jabesh Gilead; and all the men of Jabesh 
said to Nahash, ‘make a covenant with us 
and we will serve you.’” Nahash means 
“serpent,” and Nahash the Ammonite was 
an enemy of God’s people. When his army 
surrounded the people of God, they were 
afraid and didn’t see a way out. They were 
ready to compromise God’s promise to 
them by making a covenant with Nahash. 
The serpent, the devil, today continues to 

KEEPING THE VISION

ALIVE!
by DOUG STRINGER
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prowl around like a roaring lion, trying to 
strike fear into the hearts of God’s people 
and steal God’s promised vision from them.

 In verse 2, Nahash answered them, “On 
this condition I will make a covenant with 
you, that I may put out all your right eyes 
and bring reproach on all Israel.” 

 I have heard that Israel trained their 
soldiers to fight with their shield in their left 
hand and their sword or weapon in their 
right hand. This allowed them to march in 
ranks and to peer around their shield with 
their right eye. Nahash knew if he could just 
take out their right eye, they would be inef-
fective warriors. 

Likewise, when Satan steals our vision,  
we lose our will to fight temptation, sin, 
or discouragement. We can become so 
discouraged that we cast off the restraint 
of holiness, which brings a reproach on the 
name of Christ and shame to the Gos-
pel. But the King of Kings is on our side, and 
when Satan comes against us God is greatly 
aroused. When we call upon Him in our 
times of distress, He is mighty to save. 

 A few chapters later, in I Samuel 17, we 
read of David, a young man with great  
vision and a promise from God. When he 
was still a shepherd boy he came upon 
the army of Israel quivering in the shadow 
of Goliath, the Philistine giant, as he was 
defying the people of God. A holy fierce-
ness rose up in David, and he made himself 
available for God’s use. 

David had spent hours and hours in the 
fields cultivating an intimacy with God. So 
instead of becoming discouraged, he 
walked to the battle line and confidently 
declared, “You come to me with a sword, 
with a spear, and with a javelin. But I come 
to you in the name of the Lord of hosts, the 
God of the armies of Israel, who you have 
defied. This day the Lord will deliver you 
into my hand…that the earth may know 
that there is a God in Israel.”  With one 
smooth stone, David killed Goliath and sent 
the rest of the Philistine army fleeing.

 When we keep the vision of God before 
us, we will not be easily swayed by circum-
stances. Instead of succumbing to com-
promises, we can call upon Jesus to be our 
vision and restore our hope.  We will know 
God is for us and not against us. After all, 
He has purchased us with His own blood on 
the cross. He lives in us, and He is greater 
than anyone in the world.

 When we willingly confessing our sins, 
lack of ability, and total reliance on Him, 
He will lift our vision higher. He will show 
us the fields white unto harvest, and He will 
use us to do mighty exploits for the sake of 
souls and for His name’s sake!

In recent years, Doug and I have been blessed to share at several Save the Family 
conferences in Central and South America. So far, we have ministered at conferences in 
Ecuador, Peru, and El Salvador, all countries where fatherlessness is prominent and the 
divorce rate is increasing. Unfortunately it is also becoming more common for people 
to live together than to marry. 

Early in our marriage I began interpreting for Doug as he ministered in Spanish-
speaking nations and churches. Needless to say I was quite nervous as Spanish is not 
my first language, and I read my Bible in English, not Spanish. The names of people 
and places in the Bible in Spanish were somewhat foreign to me. But God has used our 
service together and accomplished much. He never ceases to amaze me! 

As I have stood by Doug’s side, God has allowed us to witness His power as His Word 
goes forth. I recall a man in Ecuador who was so moved by the message that he walked 
up to Doug and asked that I interpret for him. He pulled out of his pocket a pen, prob-
ably no more than a $3 value in the States, and with tears in his eyes, gave it to Doug. 
He said he was deeply touched and wanted to bless Doug. The pen was his most valu-
able possession, and he wanted him to have it. As he handed Doug the pen, our eyes 
filled with tears. To this day that pen has a very special place in our home as a reminder 
of His amazing love for all. This man gave all he had, and for us, the pen has great value, 
a treasure indeed.

In El Salvador a man walked up to us after Doug shared and said he was going to get 
right with God. His face was drenched in tears. He said he got revelation during the 
message and was undone during the service. He had been living with his girlfriend, who 
is also the mother of his six-year-old child. He made the decision to do the thing right 
and marry her. He walked up to the pastor and requested premarital counseling, and 
wanted to thank Doug for sharing the heart of God.  

Another girl came up to us with tears streaming down her face, barely able to talk. 
When she could finally compose herself, she said she was a prodigal and this was her 
first time in church since she was a child. We encouraged her, prayed with her, and told 
her to find accountability in the church so she would have a positive support system as 
she walks out her destiny in the Lord. She came back and gave me a bracelet and ear-
rings that she made; she sells them on the streets to earn money to live. Again, a gift 
that has more value than money can buy. 

God is amazing! He has opened doors no man can shut and allowed us to experience 
love in an extravagant way—the love of those who have so little, and yet give so very 
much. I am grateful to stand by Doug’s side as he ministers the Word of God; and am so 
grateful that I can interpret for him and witness the power of God’s Word and love in 
action.  

I am also grateful for the many who cover us in prayer. We could not do this without 
you. The prayers of the righteous avail much. Would you continue to cover us in prayer 
as the Lord directs? We look forward to sharing more testimonies of what God is doing 
as we are sent to share His love.UPDATED FROM A DECEMBER 1997  
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Doug Stringer is serving as National Mobilization  
Coordinator for The Response Louisiana. He and Lisa 
are pictured with Gov. Bobby Jindal (above, top) and 
actor Kevin Sorbo. Doug is also serving as Honorary 
Crusade Chairman for Houston’s Reinhard Bonnke Cru-
sade. The Bonnke advance team (above, bottom) meets 
with local leaders at the Somebody Cares office. 


